
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

‘From Conflict to Cosmopolis’ – Living Archive/Planet Zyz 
Music Project for the WW1 Centenary 

 
 
Steven McDaniel and Michèle Welborn of Planet Zyz (www.planetzyz.com) are teaming up 
with the Living Archive in Milton Keynes to work with a group of young talented 
songwriters and instrumentalists. The aim is to create new songs inspired by the original 
testaments of people from the Milton Keynes area who lived through the First World War, 
which draw parallels with today’s world 100 years later. We will work as facilitators with 
the songwriters to help them create songs and arrange them for a small ensemble of 
instruments. The music will then be professionally recorded and an album of quality will 
be created. The project will culminate in a concert in which the newly created music will 
be performed.  
 
We are looking for young talented songwriters and instrumentalists aged up to 25 years. 
  
Songwriters 
We have in mind those who have a track record performing their own material, but poets and 
those who write for others would also be considered. We are looking for young people who are 
able to rise to the challenge of creating lyrically rich, thought-provoking material that responds 
deeply to the stories they will hear and what they will learn about those times during the project. 
We want young people to be able to put themselves in the shoes of those who lived in this area 
100 years ago, and to think critically about how that era relates to modern times.  We want to see 
songs created in the rich tradition of folk music, full of story, passion and comment. We are 
looking for at least five people in this team. 
 
Instrumentalists 
Our vision is to create a small ensemble of highly skilled instrumentalists to support the singer-
songwriters in performance. We are looking for string, woodwind and brass players, together 
with a sensitive drummer and (upright) bass player. These young people will need to be very 
talented on their instruments, and will be able to read music or learn quickly by ear. We 
believe the opportunities provided by this project would appeal particularly to those aiming 
to make a career in music. They will be asked to play scores of arrangements of the new 
material, but have the creativity to help hone those arrangements and work as part of a 
team. Ultimately they will be recorded live, so will gain ‘session experience’, and then will 
required to perform in a situation a little different to that of a traditional classical setting.  
 
Project Duration 
The performance will be on 29th of May 2015 and will include the showing of films made in a 
sister project to this one, and will also feature The Living Archive Band. The Project will be 
initiated in a Workshop with the writing team one day in early February 2015, so we need our 
committed participants in place by then. 
 
Please contact us if you are interested in participating in this project either as songwriter or 
instrumentalist (or both!) or if you can recommend possible participants to us. We’ll be forming 
the team throughout November, December and January.  
 
Contact Steven at  steven@planetzyz.com or call on 07734 103182 
 


